






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Study of Formation of Modern Public Education System 
-Foundation of the Compulsory Education in the Western Countries -
Masahiko SOGA 
Department of Applied Science, 
Faculty of Science, 
Okayama University of Science 
1 '1 Ridai-cho, Okayama 7000005, JAPAN 
(Received October 1, 2007; accepted November 2, 2007) 
In this treatise I described the processes of forming modern public educational systems, especially 
the compulsory education, in four big Western countries, that is England, France, Germany and the 
U.S A The compulsory education systems in these nations were commonly completed in the late 19th 
century when modern civil societies based on the capitalistic economy was also established in these 
countries. Bourgeois governments needed a security system for the defense of their capitalisms and the 
stability of societies. It seemed obvious that the compulsory education was formed for these reasons. 
After examining histories of forming modern educational systems, I pointed out three main factors 
that commonly affected the formation of public educational system at the conclusion of this paper. These 
are ® Development of the Industrial Revolution, ® Need to Uplift People's Nationalism and ® Progress 
of the Democracy. Of course these factors did not uniformly influence the process in every state. While 
British education was mainly affected by the Industrial Revolution, French one was considerably 
influenced by both Nationalism and Democracy. It was the strong Nationalism that leaded the 
formation of German modern school system. American Common School Movement was inspired by the 
progress of Democracy and Industrial Revolution. 
